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Barningham Moor 
A circular walk from Barningham village 

 

Terrain: good tracks over heather moorland with some road walking  

Start/Finish: Barningham village (NZ080100) 

Distance: 8 miles/12.9 Km 

Climb: 900 feet/275 metres 

Time: allow 4 hours 

Maps: Ordnance Survey 1:25K OL31, OS 1:50K Landranger 92 

Refreshments: The A66 Motel at Smallways on the A66 



A walk over the heather covered moorlands of Barningham Moor on 

the border between North Yorkshire and County Durham, expect 

peace and solitude on this walk, with outstanding views over the vast 

expanses of Arkengarthdale/Swaledale to the south and the River 

Greta valley to the north, on a fine day! 

 

Walk west along the main street through the village, shortly after the 

houses stop the road turns right, leave it here and got left over a cattle 

grid onto a rough track over the open moors. Stay on this track until a 

gate in a stone wall beside an old railway carriage, leave the track and 

go right onto the open moorland. There is a sketchy path, but           

navigation is easy, the stone wall for the next couple of miles over the 

moors, so you can enjoy the views. Keep an eye out for some of the old   

boundary stones along the wall, Badger Way Stoop been the most 

prominent one. Just before the summit of How Tallon the is a short 

steep section, before reaching the trig point.  

Here the wall stops, to be replaced by a wire fence. Keep on  along side 

the fence until a metal gate is reached, don’t go through this, instead 

go right along the track away from the fence. This crosses the open 

moors to the head of Osmaril Gill, with it outcrops of limestone and 

continues around heading towards the forest plantations in the         

distance.  

The paths on the ground don’t match those on the OS maps, keep on 

the track until it takes a sharp left turn, leave it here and go downhill 

steeply, heading roughly north aiming for a gate in the fence on the 

edge of the plantation. Go down alongside a stream until a track heads 

off on the right, go along this.  

Your aiming for the tarn in the distance, some of the older OS maps 

don’t show this, so don’t panic, where the path forks, go left downhill 

to reach the corner of a wall. Keep left along the wall, crossing a 

stream, to reach a track at the bottom. Turn right along this to join a 

road at Haythwaite. Keep on this as far as Bragg House, leave the road 

here by going left across rough grass to a walled lane, go down this to 

join Cowclose Lane, go right along it for a short distance, then left onto 

Low Lane. Pass an old lime kiln and keep on the walled lane, this can be 

wet in places, especially where a stream crosses it path. At the end of 

the lane a set of crossroads is reach, go right and walk along the road 

uphill back into Barningham village.  
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